Beverley Chamber of Trade
30-3-2011
Beverley Arms Hotel
19.00

Attending
Ben Gardiner
Tom Salter
Joy Jack
Duncan Jack
Barry Gibson
Tracy Urwin
Louise Grant

Guests
Cllr Ros Jump (ERYC)
Roger Cobbett

1. Welcome

BGar and TS welcomed all to the meeting and expressed the need to increase 
attendance at future meetings.

2. Apologies were received from:
Karen - Glenholme 
Alan
Philip Guest
Allison - Figaro 

3. The Minutes of the previous meeting in October 2010 were not available and there 
were no matters arising.

4. Disabled Friendly Town Presentation


Roger Cobbett and Councillor Ros Jump addressed the Chamber about an initiative to 
make Beverley known as a "disabled friendly" town.  RC wants to produce a map that 
shows disabled friendly businesses in the town as well as stickers for businesses to 
place in their window.


RC highlighted the fact that 15% of the county’s population are disabled, roughly 
75,000 people. Currently 30% of Toll Gavel is not disabled friendly, though it was 
acknowledged that listed building status often prevents alterations, there are also a 
lot of ways around this problem.


RC is currently asking for £10 for a space on the map and a sticker, or £20 for an 
advertising space on the back of the map.  He explained that he needs at least £1000 
for the project to be viable.  If he achieves this he intends to print 5000 maps.  
RJ explained that ERYC would provide the template map free of charge and is willing 
to distribute the final product through its libraries, CSCs etc. 


TU asked what kind of advertising had been done. 
RJ explained that it the initiative has been featured in a number of local newspapers 
and ERYC publications.
BG questioned whether there will be a description of what each business does on the 
map alongside its name.
RC explained that it is hoped this will be the case but depends on available space.
Agreed: That the initiative is a worthy cause and will give the town good press. 
Further discussion to take place later in the meeting.

5. Update on Current Issues Development

5a. Flemingate/Grovehill

The Chamber discussed the potential development on the Grovehill and Flemingate 
sites. 
Agreed: That the Chamber is against retail units on the Grovehill site as this would 
take business away from the town centre, where there are enough empty units already.


5b. Disabled Friendly Town Initiative


RC's presentation was discussed by the Chamber. It was agreed that it is a positive 
thing for the Chamber to be involved with and a proactive approach must be taken.  
Agreed: 
a) The Chamber will guarantee the project financially on the condition that it be 
involved in promotion and publicity. 
b) The Chamber will work to raise the profile of the project within the town
Proposed by DJ
Seconded by BG


6. Election of Council Members

6a. Chairman
BGar proposed by BG and seconded by JJ.
Agreed: That Ben Gardiner will return as Chairman.
6b. Vice Chairman
TS proposed by DJ and seconded by LG
Agreed: That Tom Salter will return as Vice Chairman.
6c. Secretary
Agreed: That there is not to be an elected secretary. 

6d. Treasurer
TU proposed by JJ and seconded by BG
Agreed: That TU will return as Treasurer.
 
7. Any Other Businesss?

7a. Bank Account 
TU explained that the Signatories on the bank account need to be changed.  At 
present they are Linda Worsnop, Susan Oliver and Peter Robson.  
Agreed: That TU will arrange for the three current signatories to visit the bank and 
resolve this issue.

7b. Beverley Christmas Lights
BG and JJ reported on the fundraising activities of the Christmas Lights Committee 
over the last year.  Thanks were expressed to LG and Brown's for hosting a Fashion 
Show Event.  
Disappointment was expressed over the lack of involvement from National Chains in the town. 
BG explained that a recent Casino Night event by Longcroft PTA had been very successful and that the Christmas Lights Committee would like to do something similar.
Agreed:  
a) That the Chamber fully support an event, similar to that held by the Longcroft PTA, later in the year.
b) That BGar uses the opportunity to raise the profile of the Christmas Lights initiative in the local press and emphasises the necessity of everybody in the town contributing to fundraising.


8. Membership Issues
It was acknowledged that the Chamber is currently experiencing membership issues.
Agreed: To think of ways to get more people interested and involved with the Chamber, ideas to be discussed at the next meeting.

Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 25 May, Venue TBC
